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Odd Spot
Did You Know?
The mission statement for the Games
was to be “merrier and less stern
than the Olympic Games”. This
was evidenced in 1930 in the early
rounds of the Men’s 100m where
New Zealand’s Allan Elliott false
started twice and was disqualified.
The crowd reacted with such noise
that the starter was unable to re-start
the race until Elliott was allowed
back in. Twenty years later in 1950
in Auckland, the New Zealanders
returned the favour, allowing
Canadian sprinter Donald Petrie,
who false started twice, back into the
competition.

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education

Countdown
to the Games
Introduction
Welcome to our penultimate edition of
GameZINE, focusing on the countdown to the
Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games, starting in
less than six weeks.
By now, your school will probably have been involved in the many different
and exciting Games-related educational activities. No doubt, you would have
seen a huge surge in enthusiasm and interest for the Games.
As Melbourne revs up for the start of this once-in-a-lifetime event, the
anticipation is infectious. In this edition of GameZINE we try to capture some of
that excitement and highlight the fun and activities that have been happening in
schools across Victoria.
As we countdown the final 50 days, we would like to congratulate you all on the
fabulous work that has been happening in schools across Australia! What a team! What
an atmosphere! What a Games!

CG Rep Competition Winners
Three primary schools, one P-12 college and a secondary school are
recipients of the GameZINE prizes, in recognition of the excellent
CG Rep work they are doing in their schools and in thanks for their
contributions to GameZINE.
Congratulations to these schools for their efforts and enthusiasm in embracing the
Commonwealth Games in their schools:
• St Mary’s School, Ascot Vale: Karak will be visiting St Mary’s in Term 1, 2006
• Glen Iris Primary School: will be receiving the flag of their adopted second team, Tonga
• St Dominic’s Primary School, East Camberwell: will be receiving the flag of their adopted
second team, Tonga
• Wycheproof P-12 College: will be receiving the flag of their adopted second team, Kenya
• Keilor Downs College: Year 10 and 11 students will be meeting Tim and Don in Term 1,
2006 for a healthy breakfast and training session.
Congratulations to these schools and thanks for all your efforts in helping GameZINE to
highlight the great work you are doing in your schools.
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The world’s longest,
most inclusive relay

Above:
1. Tricky Taylor, Air Ground Support
Officer who will be working at Casey
Station over the summer maintaining
the ski way and new airport runway,
introduces the Queen’s Baton to Adelie
penguins at Shirley Island. Copyright
Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth
Games Corporation.
Photo: prpix.com.au
2. Two local girls get a chance to hold
the Melbourne 2006 Queen’s Baton
as it visits tiny Kennedy Island in the
Solomon Islands. Copyright Melbourne
2006 Commonwealth Games
Corporation. Photo: prpix.com.au
Right:
1 . Chrysantos Papachrysanthou, Cypriot
swimmer, with the Queen’s Baton
at Ancient Amathus in Limassol.
Cyprus. Copyright Melbourne 2006
Commonwealth Games Corporation.
Photo: prpix.com.au
2. Children line Saeragi Beach on Gizo
Island to enjoy the Melbourne 2006
Queen’s Baton Relay celebrations
in the Solomon Islands. Copyright
Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth
Games Corporation.
Photo: prpix.com.au

At every Commonwealth Games
since Cardiff, Wales, in 1958,
Her Majesty’s message to the
athletes has been carried from
Buckingham Palace to the
Opening Ceremony in a purposebuilt baton.

and then, after another visit to New South
Wales, will arrive in Traralgon on February 28.

The Melbourne 2006 Queen’s Baton Relay
has taken this much loved Games tradition
on a unique history-making journey,
travelling more than 180,000 kilometres,
visiting all 71 nations and territories of the
Commonwealth in a year and a day.

To begin planning how you and your school
can join in the relay celebrations, find out
who’s been selected to carry the baton in
Australia and follow the baton’s epic journey
online, visit www.melbourne2006.com.au.

From March 1-15 when it will arrive at the
Opening Ceremony, the Queen’s Baton
will visit the Victorian locations of Cowes,
Frankston, Geelong, Warrnambool, Hamilton,
Horsham, Ararat, Ballarat, Sunbury,
Nunawading and various centres around
Melbourne.

The Melbourne 2006 Queen’s Baton began
its epic journey to the Games on March
14, 2005, when Her Majesty The Queen bid
farewell to the first of the many thousands of
relay runners who will carry it to the Games
– including Australian cultural icons Elle
Macpherson and Cathy Freeman.
The Queen’s Baton arrived at its 71st and
final destination, Australia, on January 24,
2006. Throughout Term 1, 2006, it will visit
more than 500 Australian communities
and travel to every state and territory, and
every capital city in the nation, in the 50 day
countdown to the Games.
The baton started its 21,500km journey
around Australia in Sydney, where it spent
two days travelling through the city and
suburbs, visiting many of Sydney’s popular
Australia Day celebrations.
With thousands of people watching from
the roadside and millions more watching
across the world on the internet, the baton
will be carried across Australia by 3,500
relay runners. It will take various modes of
transport, including boats across Sydney
Harbour, Bass Strait and through the
Whitsunday Islands, and The Ghan from Alice
Springs to Darwin.
On February 16, the Queen’s Baton will
arrive in Mildura after travelling 155km
from Renmark to Mildura, via Merbein. From
there, it will head to Swan Hill, Bendigo,
Shepparton, Healesville, Benalla, Wodonga

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education
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Art4Athletes Exhibition
We are pleased to announce that you
can see an exhibition of some of the
incredible artworks received. Over 160
students from 87 schools are exhibited.
Where?
The Arts Centre, St Kilda Rd
When?
25 January 2006 to 26 March 2006
Free entry.
For more information on opening times:
Contact 9281 8000 or visit
www.theartscentre.net.au

Art4Athletes
Thousands of artworks made
by students of all ages and
from schools across Australia
flooded in to the Office of
Commonwealth Games
Coordination in term 4, 2005.

The 6,000 artworks will be delivered to the
Athlete’s Village in February, where they will
be placed in the rooms prior to the arrival of
the athletes and team officials.

Nearly 450 schools have participated in this
project, which provides athletes and officials
with a unique and lasting welcome gift.
Students will receive a thank you message
via a postcard provided by Australia Post
from the athlete or official who receives their
artwork. Over 6,000 artworks were produced
and many schools were profiled in their local
newspaper.
You can see some of the students’ work
by visiting the virtual gallery at www.
melbourne2006.com.au/education.
The Commonwealth Games thanks every
teacher and student who has taken the time
to be part of the Art4Athletes Program.

Above:
Karak, by Elizabeth, 8 years old from St Leonards
Primary School.

CommPASS events take
place across Victoria
Schools across Victoria are
holding celebrations to launch
CommPASS and to make the
Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth
Games a lasting memory for all
Victorian primary students.
In late Term 4, 2005 every primary school in
Victoria received the CommPASS resources,
comprising the CommPASS kit(s) and
CommPASS passports, for every student in
Prep to Year 6 enrolled for Term 1, 2006.

Above:
1. A beach box, by 8 year old Sullivan, St
Leonards Primary School.

The CommPASS resource was developed for
primary schools, to engage all students from
P– 6 in learning about other Commonwealth
nations. It also aimed to encourage
their participation in, and adoption of,

environmentally sustainable practices,
physical activity and healthy lifestyles.
The CommPASS provides a great opportunity
for your school community to mark this
historic moment and to hold a special event
to celebrate Melbourne’s hosting of the
Commonwealth Games.
In addition, a CommPASS Principal’s Event
Kit–United by the Moment was sent to all
primary schools in late Term 4, 2005 to
help you in preparations for a whole school
Commonwealth Games celebration event.
You can also download copies of these
resources from the Melbourne 2006
Commonwealth Games Education website at:
www.melbourne2006.com.au/education.

2. An iconic Australian image by 11 year old
Laura, Wantirna Primary School.
3. 12 year old Hayden captures the essence of
Luna Park, Iramoo Primary School.

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education
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Keilor Downs College
students continue their
relationship with the
Commonwealth Games
Year 10 and 11 students at
Keilor Downs College–a large
7-12 secondary school with over
1,400 students in Melbourne’s
west–are joining in a range of
Games-related projects and
programs. This article has been
written by Year 11 student and
CG Rep, Luan Pham.

Above:
Year 11 students from Keilor Downs College
coordinate the team of CG Reps.

Keilor Downs students to
meet Tim and Don
Tim and Don will be hosting a
group of Year 10 and 11 students
from Keilor Downs College in
Term 1, 2006 for a breakfast
and training session. Keilor
Downs College was awarded the
prize following their great work
in establishing their CG Rep
Team, their work with their local
primary school and collaboration
with their local council.
Congratulations Keilor Downs
College!

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education

As the Commonwealth Games approaches
Melbourne this year, the students of Keilor
Downs College, through its multicultural
environment, are greeting the Games with
open arms.
KDC’s involvement began back in 2004
when a number of Year 9 and 10 students
volunteered to participate in focus groups to
brainstorm titles for various (Commonwealth
Games) educational programs. Some of
these students later attended another focus
group in the city to provide ideas and advice
on what elements of the Games education
website might engage students.
In 2005, the school established its own team
of Commonwealth Games Representatives
– CG Reps – to broaden awareness of the
Games in the school and local community.
This organisation has students from
many different backgrounds. It makes our
community conscious of the Games and
will lead to new friendships with each other
and nations in the Commonwealth. The PE
department of the school has worked with
us to display posters around the school, in
foyers, classrooms and on windows, to raise
awareness among the student population.
Before the Games, the CG Reps are hoping to
hold a Commonwealth Games Day with Keilor
Downs Primary. This will involve mini-games
and the KDC CG Rep Team will administer and
coordinate the activities. This will help raise
excitement for the Games and promote the

importance of healthy eating and exercise.
It will benefit the young kids having fun and
also the students running the activities. Year
10 and 11 students will lead the day and it
will be part of their PE course. Peer teaching
is already part of the Year 10 course, and has
been enthusiastically practised by students
at our college and the local primary school
for several years.
The CG Reps Team is also working with Year
10, 11 and Year 7 teachers to contact other
nations in the Commonwealth through the
School2School Program. One of the schools
we have been trying to link with is Lubiri
College in Central Uganda. Unfortunately
this hasn’t been all that easy…..but if KDC
and Lubiri College can organise a program,
students will be able to communicate with
another student from another country.
Keilor Downs is an ideal school for such
a program because more than 75% of
our students have non-English Speaking
Backgrounds. In fact, there are 66 diverse
cultural backgrounds in the school. Linking
with a school overseas will help continue and
expand our understanding, appreciation and
tolerance of other cultures.
In the final leg of the Queen’s Baton Relay on
March 15, the city of Brimbank is expected
to host one of its last visits before the baton
enters the MCG. Our CG Reps Team is already
working with Brimbank Council to have a
live stage for the event as the baton passes
through – the stage will help to brighten the
day and promote local talent.
As the Commonwealth Games approach, the
athletes are training as hard as they can,
preparing for their big events. The students
of Keilor Downs College continue to endorse
and promote the Games as hard as the
athletes.
Written by Luan Pham, CG Rep and Year 11 student at
Keilor Downs College.
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The Games spirit warms
up at Glen Iris PS
Glen Iris Primary School has
become part of the Games spirit
in the past few months.
At the recent Warming Up for the Games
Day on November 20005, the Art teacher
organised for every student in the school to
display a piece of artwork along the walking
circuit/artwork trail at the ‘Boroondara Be
In It’ Warm-Up activity run by Boroondara
Council. Each artwork highlighted the
themes of the Commonwealth Games. The
Preps focused on the Official Games Mascot,
Karak, the Year 1/2 classes focused on the
Commonwealth countries, the Year 3/4 on
athletes and the Year 5/6 on environmental/
conservation issues.
After signing up for the Art4Athletes
program, students worked on their
Art4Athletes entries hoping their work would
be chosen to represent the school. They were
excited by the prospect of their creations
being given to a visiting athlete or official in
March.
The CG Reps Team has been keeping the
student body informed about the education
program, especially the School2School
Program, at assemblies for more than six
months. This group consists of Year 5/6
students who have formed a friendship link
with Scotsburn Elementary School in New
Glasgow, Nova Scotia, Canada. New Glasgow
has a strong Scottish connection and was
founded in the 1780s. It is a semi-rural
coastal community and very different from
suburban Glen Iris. In October the students
exchanged information about themselves
and their interests. They found several things
in common and asked questions about items
they did not understand. Sports tastes are
also different with Canadian boys being
passionate about ice hockey. Computer
games and pets were common ground.

Above:
Artwork developed for the Boroondara Council’s
Warming Up for the Games Day celebrations by
students from Glen Iris Primary School.

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education

In November, students from Glen Iris
wrote about their favourite places around
Melbourne and the state. As few of their
favourite spots would be on the normal
tourist trail, they challenged the Scotsburn
students to find these places on maps. It will
be interesting and challenging when they

have the same task to find Canadian places.
50 Year 4 and 5 students from Glen Iris
formed a flag guard of honour at The
Grand Hyatt in November as athletes and
dignitaries were arriving for a Games
fundraising dinner. They were thrilled to
see some of their favourite athletes and
were well prepared when quizzed by several
dignitaries about the flags they were
holding. They had researched their countries
on the Melbourne 2006 website at school.
A team of teachers from different year levels
attended the ‘Bringing it all together’ PD
sessions and in-serviced the whole staff in
Term 4, 2005 on the Commonwealth Games
educational materials. The students are now
enjoying the programs and activities that
were planned and have already had a rich
and activity-packed start to 2006.
Staff/students games have been played
and the whole school is gearing up to
fully participate in this once-in-a-lifetime
experience.
Written by Robin Vargo who works with the Year
5/6 students on School2School and associated
Commonwealth Games projects.

Glen Iris PS to receive
the flag of their adopted
second team
Glen Iris Primary School has been
awarded the flag of their adopted
second team, Tonga, in recognition of
their great contributions to GameZINE
and fabulous efforts in their school.
Well done GIPS!
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CG Reps at St Dominic’s
Primary School, East
Camberwell
This snapshot was written by the
members of the St Dominic’s CG
Reps Team.
We are very excited about the
Commonwealth Games at St. Dominic’s. Each
week we meet to discuss what information
we would like to share with the students in
the school. Then at assembly each Friday, we
present this information. This includes:
• the latest news about Karak;
• the progress of the Queen’s Baton Relay;
• the number of days to go to the Opening
Ceremony;
• what we are learning about Tonga, our
adopted second country and team;
• our work in the Art4Athletes program;

• locally organised events through
Boroondara Council;
• “ Interviews” with athletes.
As the CG Reps team, we chose the 15
winners of the Art4Athletes program. We
also display our Commonwealth Games flag
which we received from our local member,
Mr. Bob Stensholt.
At our recent interhouse school sports,
we marched a lap of honour using the
Commonwealth Games flag as well as the
Australian flag, Aboriginal flag and Torres
Strait Islander flag.

Top:
Students from St Dominic’s Primary School, East
Camberwell, receive the Commonwealth Games
Flag from local member Mr Bob Stensholt (MLA).
Above:
The St Dominic’s CG Reps team update the school
on Commonwealth Games news at their assembly.
Right:
St Dominic’s CG Reps Claudia, Emily and Meg.

St Dominic’s Primary
School to receive the
flag of their adopted
second team
St Dominic’s Primary School has
been awarded the flag of their
adopted second team, Tonga,
in recognition of their great
contributions to the CG Reps
program in their school. Well
done St Dominic’s!

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education
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We are well and truly
off the starting blocks
at St. Mary’s!
Throughout the past few months
we’ve been on a great learning
journey together. This is outlined
by Enya, Luke S., Edward and
Gianni under the guidance of
Catherine, the Literacy teacher.
Read on to find out the great
things that have been happening
at St Mary’s School, Ascot Vale.
We’ve participated in several of the CG Reps
programs and while some of them have
definite starting and ending dates, others
can go on indefinitely.

Above:
Corporal Lance Martel of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police holds the baton in Downtown
Toronto wearing the ‘Red`Serge’ dress uniform.
In the background, the Canadian National
Tower - the highest freestanding structure in
the world - can be seen. The primary function
of the tower is radio and TV communications,
but it has become a major tourist attraction,
with glass elevators whisking sightseers to the
outside observation decks for a bird’s eye view
of Toronto. Canada. Copyright Melbourne 2006
Commonwealth Games Corporation.
Photo: prpix.com.au

We formed committees or teams for the
Art4Athletes Project and the School2School
Program. Realising that teams would spend
most of their time organising the programs,
we formed a Communications team to
advertise and tell the school community
about the Games and how everyone could
become involved. We also set up an Events
Committee to explore the possibility of
including sports of the Commonwealth
Games in the Term 4 Athletics Carnival. Team
Managers were elected, their roles being to
oversee the whole program, work with teams
when they have deadlines to meet and help
run CG class meetings.
The minutes from our last meeting
summarise our achievements so far and our
direction for 2006:

Art4Athletes
The team decided that it would only be fair if
the whole school was given the opportunity
to create an artwork that depicted what they
thought made Melbourne/Australia unique
or special to them. If their creation was
selected to go to athletes or officials at the
Commonwealth Games, then this was an
added bonus.
Informing the teachers was the first thing we
needed to do, so we asked our classroom
teacher, Sam, if he would discuss this with

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education

the teachers at a staff meeting. Once the
teachers agreed to be involved, we took it
to the rest of the community. We negotiated
with Margaret, our principal, for us to speak
to the students at morning assembly about
Art4Athletes. Because life at St. Mary’s is
always busy, we also arranged for lunchtime
workshops for students to work on their
creations.
This resulted in many wonderful creations
being submitted for the competition… and a
BIG problem with selecting the 15 works to
go to our international visitors. … The entries
were SO good!
After two long judging sessions, we finally
chose the winning entries. The messages
that the winning artists wrote to accompany
their works were just as important as their
creations.
The artists and the whole community hope
the recipients of these works keep them as a
souvenir of the Games … and we also hope
that they have time to write to us, so that we
know who received them.

School2School
With great excitement, the School 2 School
Team announced to the class that we were
linked with St. Mary’s in Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada.
All students in our class wrote personal
profiles, which were checked by the team
and Sam, before being emailed to the
principal at St. Mary’s. We are being matched
up with students who have similar interests
to us.
In the meantime, we have visited their school
web page to learn more about the school. We
have also begun working on a visual digital
diary of A Day in the Life of St. Mary’s. We
intend to either email this to Edmonton or, if
the file is too big, burn it onto CD and send
it by snail mail. Our next plan is to create
postcards that depict life in Melbourne and
some of our icons, landmarks and everything
we love about our city (the Art4Athletes

Page 7

gamezine
CG Reps

ISSUE 4 February 2006

We are well and truly off the starting blocks at
St. Mary’s! continued...
Project gave us this idea).
By the end of 2005, we hoped to know who
our penpals (or rather e-pals) were, so we
could collect lots of memorabilia from our
summer holidays to send to them in 2006.
2006 just may be the unofficial year of
communication!!! Who knows what lasting
friendships could develop from this
program?

Events Committee
Bringing the spirit of the Commonwealth
Games to St. Mary’s through organising
events, similar to the Games (on a much
smaller scale of course) is our task.
We were hoping to be involved in the
selection of events in our School Athletics
Carnival in Term 4, but we soon realised that
big school events were organised months
and months in advance. (This was our first
lesson… start early.)

When we met with Margaret, our principal,
and Jacqui, our Physical Education teacher,
they were very sympathetic when they
explained it was too late to change anything.
But they agreed that we could be involved
in the organisation of the day, helping to
collect and set up equipment and perhaps
supervising some of the tabloid events,
which run during the break between the
athletics heats and finals.
By helping out with this year’s carnival,
we will learn some of the organisational
skills required for planning and running big
events, … and we will be able to be more
involved in the organisation of next year’s
Swimming and Athletics Carnivals, which will
both be held in Term 1, in the lead up to the
Commonwealth Games.
A tall order, but we are looking forward to the
challenge.
No matter what our roles and responsibilities
in the CG Reps Program, we have learned
(and will continue to learn) a great deal
about working in teams and negotiating. Our
organisational skills have also improved.
Learning about our world, especially
Commonwealth countries, has been great…
and the thought of athletes from all these
countries gathering in Melbourne in March is
SO EXCITING!
SEE YOU THERE!

Karak to visit the
students of St Mary’s
School, Ascot Vale
Prolific contributors to GameZINE,
the students of St Mary’s School
Ascot Vale will be visited by
Karak in Term 1, 2006. St Mary’s
have been active writers for
our GameZINE issues and have
created a fabulous, enthusiastic
Games atmosphere in their
school. Congratulations St Mary’s!

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education
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Wycheproof P-12
College Commonwealth
Games Update
Wycheproof P-12 College
continues to warm up for the
2006 Commonwealth Games.
Wycheproof students submitted 13
Art4Athletes pictures by students that will
become gifts for athletes or officials when
they arrive at the athlete’s village for the
Commonwealth Games. The pictures depict
life in the Mallee, Australian animals, sports
and habitats. The students wrote a short
message to each of the athletes or officials
and are very excited their pictures were
chosen and will probably be taken overseas.
The students in Grade 1/2/3 developed
solutions to Karak’s Creek Mystery, offering
suggestions on how to clean up Red Gum
Creek and find his friend Pete platypus.
You can find some of these ideas in Karak’s
Korner in this GameZINE.

Above:
Students from Wycheproof P-12 College get
involved in the local Warming Up for the Games
Day on November 20, 2005

who had completed most of the activities. A
number of Wycheproof P-12 College students
won prizes ranging from Commonwealth
Games T-shirts and water bottles to a small
colour TV.
Most teachers at Wycheproof P-12 College
have been in-serviced on the wide variety
of resources sent to the College from
the Victorian Government. The teachers
were very impressed with the Classroom
Resources and spent time planning
integrated units of work for 2006.
Anticipation for the Commonwealth Games
is mounting within the school and wider
community with everyone eagerly looking
forward to the excitement.
Until our next report, this is Wycheproof P-12
College signing off…
By teacher Deborah Crockett

Like many other municipalities, Wycheproof
held a community Warm Up for the
Commonwealth Games Day on Sunday,
November 20, 2005. People participated
in croquet, bowls, tennis, cycling and a
walk around Wycheproof. Participants
were then invited back to the park to
have a BBQ. Kenyan-style chicken was
available, alongside the usual sausages
and hamburgers. There was also a guest
speaker - a local, paraplegic teacher who
has competed in swimming at the Australian
Championships. Towards the end of the
BBQ there were prizes awarded to people

Wycheproof P-12 to receive
Kenya’s Flag
As excited learners, engaged in
Games-related learning activities,
as well as being regular contributors
to our GameZINE editions, the
students of Wycheproof P-12 College
will be receiving the flag of their
second country. Congratulations
Wycheproof P-12!

Calendar of Events
1. Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony – 15
March, 2006
2. Publication deadlines for GameZINE
GameZINE - Post-Games Celebration

www.melbourne2006.com.au/education

Submit by Mar 30

Publication: Term 2, 2006
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Karak’s Korner
Gidday!
I have soooo much to tell you!
You will be pleased to know I found my friend
Pete the Platypus. After all those pollutants
started to enter our part of Red Gum Creek,
he packed up his things and moved further
north, away from any people, to where the
creek was clean.
I went to Red Gum Creek every day trying
to find him and I was very happy to see
students from the local primary and
secondary schools cleaning up the waterway.
They collected all the rubbish and began
planting trees and bushes along the creek
banks. The farmer came along and built a
barrier to catch dust and runoff from his dirt
road. He has stopped spraying insecticide
near the creek. The frogs have returned
and the water is clear again. I can even
see the little yabbies scuttling to safety
under rocks whenever I start squawking. It
is very exciting to see things improve and
I am sure this sort of thing is happening
in many creeks, as we get closer to the
Commonwealth Games.
I have been so busy since last time we
talked.
You will remember that I was training very
hard for the Annual 400m Wing Flap Race
and the Cockatoo Flyathlon. I had plenty of
trees to rest in because more than 6000 new

buloke trees have been planted over the past
12 months. I also had lots of yummy seeds
to keep up my energy. And guess what? I
won both races! You should have seen me
accepting the Gold Medal. I hopped onto
the dais and squawked ‘Karaaak!’. Everyone
cheered, Mum and Dad cried and all the bird
sports commentators wanted an interview. It
was a day to remember.
I have also been training for the opening
ceremony (remember I am the cheeky, but
handsome Official Mascot), which will take
place on March 15. I can’t tell you too much
about it because it is a secret. But I know it
will be colourful, exciting and great fun. It is
all so exciting!
Did I tell you that my picture is even on 1000
special Commonwealth Games number
plates for cars? I have to be careful not to
get too big a head. After all, I am the Official
Mascot, I won a Gold Medal AND I have my
face on car number plates. It’s enough to
make my feathers fall out! (Mum and Dad
keep telling me to remember where I came
from: a little nest in Second Hollow, on
Stringy Bark Lane.)
I also can’t believe that it’s nearly time for
the Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games.
It’s only a few more sleeps.
I will be waving at you all with excitement
when you see me at the Opening Ceremony.
Thanks for being part of Karak’s Korner.

Thanks to those students who wrote in their solutions to me. Here are some excerpts of the great letters sent to me:
Dear Karak the Red-tailed Cockatoo,
Hey! Karak, how’s your foot going? We think we have an
idea to help Red Gum Creek. You can put recycling bins
and rubbish bins and put on one bin RECYCLING and on
the other bin put RUBBISH. You could have a clean-up
day for all the creek and get lots of people to come and
clean up. Maybe you could plant more trees around
more places to help wildlife. You could tell the farmer
that he can go around the trees or move the track. Ask
people to put shopping bags and food packets in the
bin. Then Pete the platypus will come back and all your
other friends too. You can do the Scramble and the
Cockatoo Flyathlon. Good luck Karak! See you next year
at the Commonwealth Games.
From Robert and Oliver (Grade 3, Wycheproof P-12)
Dear Karak,
We have thought of some ideas to help save Red Gum
Creek. We thought you could put bins around the creek
and get a big group of people to help clean up the
creek. So then Pete and all the tadpoles can come back.
Plant more trees to stop the creek eroding. People
everywhere can have four bins: one for cardboard/
paper, one for plastic containers, one for food scraps
and one for plastic things. You could ask the farmer to
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go around the trees. Hope your foot gets better.
From Lilly, Tanika and Chelsea
Quirk ooooo (hugs) (Grade1/2/3, Wycheproof P-12)
Dear Karak the cockatoo,
Hope you find Pete the platypus. Hopefully you find him
and your other friends okay. This is our idea to save
the creek: tell the farmer not to destroy any more trees.
Here is another idea to keep the creek clean. You can
put signs up. Write on these signs:
NO RUBBISH ALLOWED IN THIS CREEK!
Put a notice that says put rubbish in bins that are in
town.
See you next year at the Commonwealth Games.
From Toby, Tom and Jed (Grade 2/3/4, Wycheproof P-12)
To Karak,
Get some bins with lids on them. Then put signs up
around the creek saying “Put rubbish in bins”. Find
all your friends and then you have a clean up day. You
can donate some money to buy a pump that will blow
up the water and put the water in the creek. Then dig a
hole from the farmer’s dam to the creek. Then the water
will flow from, the farmer’s dam to the creek. Then

you could plant trees. Ask the farmer to curve the road
around the trees. Put up a sign that says “No plastic
bags allowed in this area!”
Fly in the sky and yell out “Pete the Platypus! Pete the
Platypus!”
When you find him, tell him to stay there. Then you
can tell Pete Platypus to swim back to Red Gum Creek
because now it is clean.
We hope your leg gets better,
From Michaela and Tessa (Grade1/2/3, Wycheproof P-12)

Grades 1/2/3 students at Wycheproof P-12 College
develop solutions to Karak’s Creek Mystery and help
him to bring back his friend Pete, the playtpus.
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Tim and Don’ss Diary
Gidday everyone!

Game

A message from Tim
The countdown for the Games is on and most of the hard work is done for the athletes.
You would think that athletes train harder closer to the event but actually the opposite
occurs. Athletes train hard until early February and then training gets easier and athletes
focus on staying fresh for the competition. We call this tapering.
I don’t get too nervous before a major race. I certainly get a dry mouth but I’m able to stay
pretty relaxed.
As I am a sprinter, sometimes my coach wants me to use my nerves to get fired up before a
race so I run more aggressively. A lot of athletes do this. For example, when I ran in the final of
the 100 metres at the Sydney Olympics in 2000, I had two Chinese athletes staring at me and
screaming in Chinese – to try to put me off my own race and also to fire themselves up on the
blocks. I found it hard not to laugh at them! But this method obviously worked for one of them
as I lost by two hundredths of a second …
I’ll see you at the Games…keep a lookout for me!
Tim

A message from Don
Wow, how great is this?! The Games are so close you
can feel the excitement building. In some cases you
can even smell it, or maybe that is just Tim that I can
smell at training…..
This is a very important time for athletes and there are
lots of invitations to events because so many people
want to wish them well. The hardest part is saying no.
Of course athletes enjoy meeting their fans to thank them
for their support but they need to stay focused, keep training
and get lots of sleep.
Above:
As the baton travels around the island of Vanua
Levu, local children stage a mini-relay at the
village of Yaroi. Fiji. Copyright Melbourne 2006
Commonwealth Games Corporation.
Photo: prpix.com.au

As athletes, we know that if we don’t prepare, our dreams of Games glory will come crashing
down at our feet (well, in my case, crashing down at my foot!).
I am super excited because although I won’t be competing at the Games, I’ll be interviewing
athletes and commentating on events. I’ll still need to keep my nerves under control,
especially when my mates are competing.
Did you know that feeling of butterflies in your stomach is just your adrenalin waiting to be
used up? So take a few deep breaths, get up and be a part of the action.
Remember that even the super stars get nervous.
Cheers,
Don
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Advertisement
The next GameZINE will be our last and it will be sent out straight after the Commonwealth
Games in March. It will focus on what you have learned, the fun you have had and the benefits
being involved in Commonwealth Games-related educational activities has had on your
students and your school.
We would love to highlight what has been happening in your school, so send your article or
snapshot to robin@dk2.com.au to have it included.

Other Contacts
If you have general queries about the
Commonwealth Games Education
Program you can contact John
Templeman, Education Program
Manager, Office of Commonwealth
Games Coordination at
games.schools@dvc.vic.gov.au

Top:
Art4Athletes submission by Andrew, Grade
3/4, Werribee Primary School.
Above:
Art4Athletes submission by Alexandra, Grade
3/4, Werribee Primary School.
Right:
Art4Athletes submission by Kira, Grade 3/4,
Werribee Primary School.
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